
“There are several rea-

sons for so much con-

fusion around vaccina-

tions protocols in 

boarding and daycare 

facilities. The vaccina-

tion protocol recom-

mendations are con-

stantly being evaluated 

and occasionally re-

vised. The key word 

here is 

“recommendations.” 

There are no laws gov-

erning vaccine proto-

cols, and there are no 

legal penalties for not 

following suggested 

vaccine plans. There 

is no uniform vaccine 

protocol consensus 

among all practicing 

veterinarians, and 

boarding kennel op-

erators and day care 

managers are free to 

create their own 

“house rules” for re-

quired vaccinations. 

Add to that the indi-

vidual owner’s 

thoughts on the mat-

ter, and you have a 

tangled mess. 

Frankly, I don’t ex-

pect there ever will 

be a cut and dry vac-

cine protocol with 

100% support. With 

that said, I do believe 

there are very good 

guidelines formu-

lated by some very 

smart people with a 

lot of research and 

experience to back 

them up. The Ameri-

can Animal Hospital 

Association (AAHA) 

2006 Revised Vaccine 

Guidelines can be 

viewed and  
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Westfield second 

grader Taylor Easter-

brook used Heavenly 

Care Kennels as the 

inspiration for her 

school project. The stu-

dents were assigned to 

research and explore 

local businesses in the 

community. Taylor and 

her mom, Dawn, chose 

Heavenly Care Kennels 

because they were 

looking for a business 

that was exciting and 

different. Taylor really 

loves animals. Her pro-

ject consisted of a 

model reproduction of 

the kennel facilities. 

The accompanying re-

port to her project 

read: “The kennel has 

cats and dogs. They do 

grooming and keep 

them overnight. They 

do day care. Maybe 

one day I can help take 

care of the animals.” 

Heavenly Care Kennels 

Heavenly Care Kennels Inspires Local Student 

Model Heavenly Care Kennels 

Taylor with her Project 

Model with the tub, groom station, 

animals, and kennel. 



A lot of your gorgeous 

holiday decorations 

and sumptuous holiday 

food can be hazardous 

to your pets.  

 Keep pets away 

from mistletoe and 

poinsettias. 

 Don’t let pets ingest 

alcoholic bever-

ages, seeds or pits 

from fruit, choco-

late, macadamia 

nuts, walnuts, cof-

fee, tea, salt, or on-

ions. 

 Never feed dogs 

and cats leftovers, 

such as chicken 

bones, that can 

shatter and choke 

your pet. 

 Keep choking haz-

ards such as tinsel, 

glass ornaments, 

and garland out of 

your pet’s reach, as 

well as stringed 

lights that can 

shock pets if they 

chew on the 

wires. 
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Bailey 

Princess 

Alvin 

Zoey 

Trixie 

Daisy 

Rocky 

Miley 
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Coal 

Murray 

Cooper 
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downloaded from their 

website and serve as  

the current gold stan-

dard. AAHA has di-

vided vaccines into 

“core” (vaccinations 

recommended for all 

dogs) and “non-

core” (vaccinations that 

may be highly recom-

mended for some pets, 

though not required for 

those in a low-risk en-

vironment). The core 

vaccinations include 

distemper, Adenovirus 

2 (hepatitis), parvo, 

and rabies. Though ra-

bies is the least likely 

preventable disease to 

be a problem in a ken-

nel or daycare, it is in-

cluded because it is so 

serious and there is no 

effective treatment. 

Puppies will need to 

complete a series of at 

least two vaccinations, 

except for rabies, 

given at least three 

weeks apart with the 

last one administered 

after 12 to 16 weeks of 

age. No puppy should 

be considered pro-

tected before the se-

ries is completed, re-

gardless of how many 

vaccine doses have 

been administered. 

This series is followed 

by a booster one year 

later and then 

boostered every three 

years. The interval be-

tween rabies boosters 

will be determined by 

the type of vaccine 

given and individual 

state laws. Non-core 

vaccinations of com-

mon concern for ken-

nel operators are bor-

datella and parainflu-

enza, a part of the ken-

nel cough complex. 

Both can be airborne or 

spread through inade-

quate facility disinfec-

tion and can be highly 

contagious. Parainflu-

enza is often a part of 

the distemper-parvo 

vaccinations given in 

the puppy series and 

as annual boosters to 

adult dogs. 

...Bordatella immunity 

is considered short 

lasting, with boosters 

being recommended at 

least every 12 months. 

...It is also important to 

know that kennel 

cough can be caused 

by a variety of strains 

of bordatella, and vac-

cines may not prevent 

against every strain. 

Several other organ-

isms, such as my-

coplasma, canine 

herpesvirus, canine 

respiratory coronavi-

rus, and streptococ-

cus, may cause signs 

similar to kennel 

cough, and the kennel 

cough complex may 

be a mix of several of 

these agents. It is pos-

sible to have a prop-

erly vaccinated dog 

still develop kennel 

cough. Canine influ-

enza is another conta-

gious respiratory dis-

ease that can be vacci-

nated against. Typical 

signs include lethargy, 

fever, cough, mucus 

nasal discharge, and 

poor appetite, with se-

vere pneumonia and 

death occurring in 

some dogs. To sum-

marize it is up to 

each individual ken-

nel or day care cen-

ter to set the stan-

dards and require-

ments for vaccina-

tions of incoming 

dogs.”  

Resources 

This story was written by Dr. 

Boyd Harrell. These are 

quoted parts of a much 

longer article. The full arti-

cle can be found in  Volume 

1, Edition 1 of Pet Boarding & 

Daycare. 
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Double Referral Rewards 

 

Refer someone to Heavenly 

Care Kennels and receive 

double the rewards: $10 

towards any service.  
Write your name below, give it to 

your friend or family member, 

instruct them to use this coupon 

when visiting and when that per-

son keeps their appointment, you 

get your reward. 

 

Name:________________________ 
 

Valid for one referral only. 

Exp. Date: 11/22/11 
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Cindy Tripp 

19540 Lamong Road 

Sheridan, IN 46069 

H e a v e n l y  C a r e  K e n n e l s  

Just for Laughs 

Email: 

cat3846@frontier.com 

Phone: 317-896-3636 

Follow us on Facebook 

A l l  B r e e d  D o g  

&  C a t  

B o a r d i n g ,  

G r o o m i n g ,  &  

D a y  C a r e .  

Check us out on the Web: 

www.heavenlycarekennels.com 


